Overview of sudden infant death syndrome in Japan.
In spite of rapid medical advancement in the care of infants and children, not only the general public but also many medical personnel have remained unaware of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) until very recently in Japan. In 1981, a research project team on SIDS financed by the Ministry of Health and Welfare was founded. Current incidence of SIDS is estimated to be about 0.5 per 1000 live births. The SIDS Family Association was organized in 1993 in Japan and began to publicize the social importance of SIDS and to support SIDS families by training befrienders. A series of article on current achievements from SIDS research projects and from the SIDS Family Association are submitted to this issue. The present paper summarizes the status of SIDS in Japan by overviewing the activities of the research team and the SIDS Family Association.